
 
 

 
 

 

Eurocopter and Hermès deliver to Falcon Aviation Services 
the first EC135 “l’Hélicoptère par Hermès” 

 
 
Abu Dhabi, May 4th 2009 
 
The first “l’Hélicoptère par Hermès” has just been delivered to Falcon Aviation 
Services, provider of high level aviation services in the UAE and Gulf regions, in Abu 
Dhabi. To celebrate its arrival in the UAE, this exclusive EC135 helicopter is 
presented today at the Emirates Palace . 
 
Eurocopter and Hermès created this state-of-the-art aeronautical product that is harmonised 
and blended to suit the needs of VIP and business travellers. Soon to be seen over the 
skies of the UAE, this VIP helicopter provides an intimate and comfortable space for 
passengers who enjoy travelling in style. 
 
"We are delighted to be the first customer for “l’Hélicoptère par Hermès”, which gives us the 
opportunity to offer a unique travelling experience to our customers” said Mr. Salem Al 
Kayoumi FAS’s Vice Chairman. “This helicopter illustrates a successful fusion between 
design and technology, where every detail has been created for VIP and business 
travellers. They are busy and highly demanding, yet wish to travel with utmost comfort and 
elegance” he added.  
 
“L’Hélicoptère par Hermès”: elegance in motion 
 
“L’Hélicoptère par Hermès” is a singular experiment in collaborative engineering and design 
which was not founded on a straightforward combination of skills, (technical on one hand 
and “decorative” on the other) but on a truly mutual evolution on dialogue and research 
between Eurocopter engineers and Hermès designers and craftmen. The key concept of  
“l’Helicoptère par Hermès” is: the passenger is all important. Issues of style versus 
engineering are resolved to provide an uncompromisingly user-centric experience. 
 
Based on the EC135, the world leader in the new generation of light, twin-engine 
helicopters, “l’Hélicoptère par Hermès” unites the most advanced aircraft technologies 
developed by Eurocopter with the savoir-faire of Hermès, which has accompanied 
discerning travellers for more than 170 years. 
Combining a spacious cabin with a seating capacity for four passengers, ample storage 
compartment and lateral sliding doors, the EC135 - Eurocopter’s best-selling light 
multimission, twin-engined helicopter with an unusually low noise-signature - provided an 
ideal template for the Hermès designer and craftsmen. 
 
Hermès’ distinctive signature is apparent across the aircraft’s exterior and interior design 
treatment. 
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Sliding doors on the helicopter open to reveal an interior configuration that is pure, light-filled 
and unexpectedly spacious. The cabin was completely redesigned by Hermès Interior and 
Design to maximize available space. Canvas “Toile H”, traditionally used by Hermès for 
travel goods is used to cover the cockpit. 
Seats and banquette are handcrafted for exceptional comfort, and upholstered in calf 
leather, naturally grained and highly resistant. 
A sliding glass partition now separates the passenger compartment and cockpit, enhancing 
privacy while allowing light to enter from the aircraft’s fore-section. 
The landing gear has been redesigned to allow for easier and more elegant access to the 
cabin. 
 
About Hermès 
In 2007, Hermès employed near 7,500 men and women worldwide. The Group’s 
consolidated sales reached 1,625 million euros, distributed evenly among its four 
geographical areas: the Americas, Asia and the Pacific, and Europe. 
Under the Hermès umbrella, 26 subsidiaries operate stores all over the world and distribute 
products made by the four production units: Hermès Sellier, Hermès Parfums, La Montre 
Hermès, and La Table Hermès.  
The full range of products designed and made under the control of the Hermès brand is sold 
through a network of 290 stores and 37 other retail outlets.  
The Hermès name appears on 16 different groups of products: Leather, Scarves, Ties, 
Men’s and Women’s Ready-to-Wear, Perfume, Watches, Diaries, Hats, Gloves, Footwear, 
Enamel, Art of Living, Tableware, Jewellery, and Hermès Interieur et Design, working on this 
helicopter, for example. 
 
About Eurocopter 
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a Division of EADS, 
a world leader in aerospace, defence and related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approx. 15,600 people. In 2008, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s No. 1 
helicopter manufacturer in the civil and parapublic market, with a turnover of 4.5 billion 
Euros, orders for 715 new helicopters, and a 53 percent market share in the civil and 
parapublic sectors. Overall, the Group’s products account for 30 percent of the total world 
helicopter fleet. Its strong worldwide presence is ensured by its 18 subsidiaries on five 
continents, along with a dense network of distributors, certified agents and maintenance 
centres. More than 10,000 Eurocopter helicopters are currently in service with over 2,800 
customers in more than 140 countries. Eurocopter offers the largest civil and military 
helicopter range in the world.  
 
About Falcon Aviation Services (FAS)  
 
FAS was formed in early 2006 under the initiative of His Highness Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan to fill a significant gap in the Aviation Services Market in the 
UAE and Gulf Region. FAS is committed to delivering the highest level of aviation services 
that establish benchmark standards in terms of Quality and Customer Service. Safety in the 
air and on the ground is the No. 1 priority for every member of the FAS team.  The FAS 
helicopter fleet offers a diverse range of capability, performance and comfort levels to satisfy 
every customer’s requirement. The FAS Leadership team has over 88 years of commercial 
operating experience in the Arabian Gulf / GCC Region alone. FAS Military Support 
Operations provide 24/7/365 Search and Rescue (SAR) services to the UAE Armed Forces. 
Our strategy is underpinned by an order book for 19 new Helicopters and Corporate Jets with 
a combined value of more USD $330m. The Company is confident of continued growth in the 
UAE and Arabian Gulf region. FAS will develop and adapt its fleet and services to meet the 
changing needs of these dynamic markets. 
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Eurocopter 
Cécile VION-LANCTUIT Pek-Kee SUM 
Tel :  + 33 (0)4 42 85 60 51 Tel :  + 33 (0) 4 42 85 17 13 
Mob :+ 33 (0)6 72 83 90 67 Mob :+ 33 (0) 6 28 82 12 06 
cecile.vion-lanctuit@eurocopter.com pek-kee.sum@eurocopter.com  
 
Christina GOTZHEIN Andreas VOM BRUCH 
Tel: + 49 (0) 89 60 00 64 88 Tel: +49 (0) 906 71 45 65 
Mob.: + 49 (0) 151 14 22 92 43 Mob: +49 (0) 151 171 263 18 
christina.gotzhein@eurocopter.com andreas.vom.bruch@eurocopter.com
 
 
Hermès Al Mana Retail L.L.C Hermès 
Anne Laure Pandolfi Ani Jean Kouyoumjian  
Tel : + 33 (0) 1 40 17 48 23  Mob:+97150 624 55 20 
apandolfi@hermes.com ani_kouyoumjian@almana.com 
 
 
Falcon Aviation Services 
Philip MARKHAM 
Tel:   + 971 (0) 24 44 88 66 
philip.markham@falconaviation.ae  
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